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The Dalton Band entered
the 2007 competitive
season with a streak of
“Superior” ratings, and so,
the pressure was on to
keep the streak going.
Now that the last
competition is over, let's
look back to see how we
did.

1. The band rated
“Superior” at all three
marching band
competitions  this year.

This extends the streak of
superior ratings to 10 in a
row, dating back to
10/30/04.

2. The Band was crowned

“Best In Class” at all three
competitions this year.
They have received first
place 8 of the last 9
competitions, including 6
in a row.

3. The Drumline received
superior ratings at all the
competitions and placed
1% in Class at 7 of the last
10 events.

4. The Color Guard rated
“Superior” in all three
competitions and placed
1* In Class at 9 of the last
9 events.

5. The Drum Majors have

rated “Superior” at all
three  events. This
extends their streak to 8 of
the last 9 competitions.

In addition, the band
opened the season by
posting a score of 91.5,
the highest opening day
score in recent years.
They also received a 92.2
at the Fort Mountain
Classic....a modern era
record.

In closing, this year has
been a super successful
one, and the bar has been
raised for next vyear's
band!!!

The Dalton High School Band will be traveling to Orlando, Florida in April to
participate in Disney's Magical Music Days. The band will attend a clinic with Disney
musicians, who will prepare and record music from a Disney movie. | am hoping that
this experience will show our students a little bit of what it is like for career musicians.
Of course, we will also spend some time in the Magic Kingdom, Epcot, and MGM

theme parks.

After all the hard work these students have put into their band

program, it will be a nice reward for them. The students are really excited about this

trip, and so am I!

(David Henry)



DHS All District Honor Band

The following DHS students made District
Honor Band:

Emerson Sneary - percussion
Omar Garza - tuba
Joe Vidalez — trumpet

Omar qualified for All State tryouts.

Details of DHS Band Camp will
soon be announced. 2007’s band
camp was held here in Dalton
where the band was able to get in
all the practice they needed and
save valuable funds for the 2008
Spring Trip.  See Mr. Humphrey or
Mr. Henry for details!

In  probably the most
impressive competition
the DHS Band has been
to in quite some time, the
competitive numbers
posted at the Lafayette
Marching Band Contest in
October gave the band a
real springboard for next
year.  This competition
was different from others
in that  while you
competed within  your
group for top prize during
a daytime show, only the

best 8 bands were
brought back for an
evening competition. Of

course, the DHS band
won their division, as is
their first goal at each
event, and was able to
return in the evening to try

Dalton Middle School Band

Congratulations _ to the
following DMS students

for making District
Band:
Katelyn Esters,

Melissa You, Andrew
O'Neill, and McLean
Davies.

Andrew and McLean made
the first cut of All-State and
have their second
auditions on January 19th.

%

for the top spot. For the
afternoon show, the DHS
Band broke tradition and
wore their black pants,
normally not seen in our
competitions. For the
evening show, they
changed into their white
pants and took the field
looking different to the
audience and judges who
certainly noted their efforts
to raise the bar on drill
execution. "White pants
look good, but can show
marching mistakes more
easily than black pants"
says David Henry, DHS
Marching Band Director.

"But our training and
practice allow us to
perform

The DMS 6", 7, and 8"
the grades performed their
pre-Xmas break concert in
December. Students and
parents were in
attendance and very much
enjoyed the concert. The
hard work and effort put
forth by the students was
very much evident by the
quality of the music.

with the white pants,
actually highlighting our
precision”.  The judges

noticed for sure; and the
DHS Marching Band rose
to 4th place in the overall
standings, finishing only
0.1 points out of 3rd place.
For certain, the
competition was much
tighter as two other bands
scored numbers as high
as we've seen this
competition season. The
Band Club congratulates
the Marching Band on a
very successful 2007
marching season.

Not es
AUDITIONS
For information on

drumline, colorguard,
and drum major, see
Mr. Henry in the
upcoming weeks
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In DHS's first competition, the
band began the competion
season right where they left off
last year with a win in their
Class (AA). "That's become a
standard for the band" says
Lewie Humphrey, DMS Band
Director, who assists David

%

Henry at DHS. This was 4 First
In Class trophies in a row
brought home from the Murray
County stadium where the
competion was held. "It was a
good start to the season", said
Erik Morton, freshman trumpet
player. The DMS Band
members in the 7th and 8th
grade were invited to attend the
afternoon and evening
competition. "I think they really
enjoyed it", said one DHS Band
Club Board of Directors. You
could see them really get into
the awards ceremony that night,
and when the grades are called

out, you can hear a pin drop,
and that's intense and
rewarding, especially when we
win.  And that's becoming a
TRADITION for the band.

A special THANKS to all the DMS students who participated as DHS Marching Band Managers this year. Without their
tireless dedication to the band's ability to get onto and off the field on Friday nights and at competition, the performances
would not have been anywhere near as good as they are. The French General Napoleon once said "an army travels on it's
stomach" meaning that if you don't feed the army, it won't move. Well, the DHS Marching Band would say "a band travels
on it's managers" meaning that if they aren't there and supporting the band, no one moves....no one wins. We won this

year, and it's because of the following great students:

How would you like to take on 15 football teams
at one time? Or 15 tennis players at once, or 4
soccer teams at a time? Well, that's what a
band does when they go to a Marching
Competition. It's not a one-on-one event; its 12-
20 bands putting their best show on the field,
against your best effort, and letting the judges

decide who’s got the best game that day. It's a
truly unique experience in competition today
with most students only getting to focus their
competitive effort against one other team, or
player. There are exceptions. Swimming, golf,
but the difference is that your individual effort is
a single 1 on 1 match combined into one score.



On the field at a band competition, its 50-200
students coordinating themselves against your
best effort, with the final verdict not decided until
all the teams have performed, all the judges
tallied their results, all the scores added, and
then the decisions are announced. There’s a
unique silence in a stadium with thousands of
people in it, all sitting silent, waiting on the
numbers to be called out. “Drum Major”.....1,
Color Guard.....1, Drumline...... 1,
Band............ 1. Those are the numbers you
wait for. Then, the rankings. Its great fun,
great excitement, great teamwork. The DHS
Marching Band doesn’t just rally the fans on
Friday night.....the play their own games, too.
In total, the DHS Marching Band competed
against 43 bands during last fall's marching

competition, and defeated 35 of them, seeing
only 8 bands score higher than they did. Not a
bad record....... 35-8. Will you be a part of that
next year?

The DHS Marching Band particiapted in two local parades this Fall. The first was the Veteran's Day

Parade held in October during which the band played You're a Grand Old Flag .

All three local high

school bands were represented in the Veteran's Day Parade. Two Dalton Middle School band
managers led the marchers holding the banner for the band. For the Christmas Parade, the DHS
Marching Band wore Santa hats and were at the front part of the parade. They played Jolly Old St.
Nicholas and were a highlight of the 40 or more groups patrticipating in the parade.

DHS / DMS Band website: http://www.daltonband.org/




